BALLINGERS
Hunting & Fishing

173 Montreal Street
CHRISTCHURCH

Phone 03 366 7445
Fax 03 366 3918
Hours:

Mon-Friday  9.00am - 5.30pm

Saturday and Sunday 9.00am — 3.30pm

FREE MAGAZINE OFFER

Please send me the Hunting & Fishing NZ
Magazine - FREE of charge

My name and address is printed below.

Sender NZDA POBox 9034
Tower Junction Christchurch 8149

NZ DEERSTALKER'S
ASSOC
North Canterbury

August 2009

PO Box 9034 Tower Junction
Christchurch 8149

President Bill Davis Phone 313 3325
Secretary David Hodder Phone 339 7038
Treasurer David Saunders Phone 384 9206
Membership David/Sonya Hodder Phone 339 7038
Email s.d.hodder@xtra.co.nz

Newsletter Paul Hopwood Phone 3544185
Email hopwood_paul@hotmail.com

The opinions expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily those of the NZDA North Can-
terbury Branch, or its officers.
Lodge Bookings Ph Paul Kershaw on 03 383 3203 email paul.corinna@xtra.co.nz

Doors open 6.30pm at the Cashmere Club for delivery of sale items. If setting a re-
serve price pleased be readlistic.

Donations of goods gratefully received, especialy sporting goods. Please no boxed
lots of junk asthese are very difficult to sell. Bring your firearms license for
purchasing ammunition and rifles.

N.B. The branch retains asmall percentage of the sale price.

Don’t missthisevent and bring your friends and neighbours. Zeff® Grappa aka
rocket fuel will be there for the more daring among us. Having witnessed the
manufacturing process | can assure you it is made from a quality product. So to run
that cooker, strip lead based paint or just to enjoy as an evening aperitif, you wont be
disappointed

New Members Night

Thelast of the New Members Nights was held on Thursday after club night

7.30 — 9.30pm at Cashmere Club. This meeting dealt more with

hunting and hunting strategies and again was well attended by about 30 members.
This series of eventswill run again next year.




Greetings hunters all.

Asyou are aware with the WRO up for submissions you committee has had their
hands full preparing our branch submission. A specia thank you to David Hodder
for putting the branch submission together.

Hopefully asindividuals you have also been hard at work putting your thoughts on
this process down on paper and getting them off to DoC for consideration.

Of interest was the statistics from DoC regarding the areas WARO operate over at
present below are the figures supplied to me by DoC.

Public conservation land 8.8M ha (around 30% of NZ)
WARO permitted or restricted 7.1Mha

Permitted 4.8Mha

Restricted 2.4Mha

RHA®total nationally 189,000 ha as bel ow;
Tongariro/Taupo CO 23980ha
East Coast Hawkes Bay CO 30850ha
Otago CO 17500ha
Southland 12399.704ha
Canterbury Lake Sumner 45018.2164ha
Canterbury Mt Oxford 21024.2106ha
Wellington 19357ha
Waikato CO 18750ha

Puts things into perspective don’t you think?

Think about this when you put in your submission to the Heli-hunting.

The clubrooms is progressing with some site works in the tidy up of the site by Peter
Turner and the 200mtr range is back up and running too thanks to all those willing
hands.

Asaclub we are very close to the 300 mark in our membership, something | am told
that has not seen for some time so well done members. It seems that hunting is get-
ting attacked from all angles in these times what with WARO, live capture, 1080 and
now the ignominiously referred to as Heli-hunting, it is time now more than ever to
band together asit has always been “together we stand, divided wefal” lets all make
sure we do not FALL.

While spring is here on theflat land, it is still two months off in the hills so here’s
hoping for settled weather and afew deer for the freezer because mineislooking
decidedly empty.
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(9 * 4+ , - Nic Antunovich, Grant Bunting, Regan
Courtney, George Cuthbert (ex Rakaia Branch), Michag Dolamore, David Ellen,
Daniel Hooper, Phillip Horne, David and Philip Jones, Christopher Kempton,
George Northcote, Edmond Phillips, Richard Sdlin, Jack VVan Sittert, Bob, Bernie
and Jake Wilsea-Smith.

With 10 to 15 new members each month it isimportant to remember that the
person sitting next to you may be as new as you, so please don’'t be shy.

New members are the sign of ahealthy Club so long as we all work together
to make them feel welcome.

. % $/0 New members, David has a small number of these
I|m|ted edition shirts with the NZDA logo on the |eft breast available and at an never to be
repeated $35.00 each. Ph David Hodder for sizes and to place your order 03 339 7038.

" 1123/

Our monthly fundraising continues folks ..

Make sure you bring an extra $5-00 or $10-00 with you to buy aticket or two.
There will be three meat trays as well as other quality First & Second prizes.

Y our contributions are helping your fellow members and your support

is greatly appreciated.

Good Luck at the next Raffle .. you could be the next person going home with a
prize.

Jim Peffers will be heading the HUNTS course for 2009 for Karl Schasching who will be
overseas visiting his family.

He has M SC qualifications for running such a course and has assisted Karl in the 2008
course. Other instructors will be involved during the course. Jim advises the course will
start on Tuesday 29" September with enrolments, introduction, handout of work books,
code-of-conduct etc.

The course will conclude around the weekend of 23/25 October following atahr hunt at
Ben McL eod station on the Rangitata Rv. Following an assessment of the students by the
course instructors the successful members will be presented with their certificates at a
Branch meeting.

All students will have to be members of the NZDA to be covered by the association’s pub-
lic liability insurance.

Anybody interested in being a student for this course should contact Jim. Ph 03 363 0083
(work), 021 646 455 (mobile) or via James.peffers@nzdf.mil.nz
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Derek 359 6206 Burnside

Peter 359 7115 Hornby

Bill 027 733 7960 Kaiapoi

John 9811664 Linwood

Tony 347 4450 Rolleston

Zeff 3599160 Papanui

Les 021 53 3742 St Albans

David 339 7038 Spreydon

Karl 338 2723 Spreydon

Graeme 324 2144 | 027 226 4508 Southbridge

NOTE. Thislist isfor Branch membersuse only
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Jim Peffers and sons Jimmy Jnr and Bevin, along with new members Dave Kay, Peter
Weusten, Richard Selin and | had an enjoyable weekend based at the Lewis Pass Lodge.
Due to the large number of withdrawals from the trip we did not proceed with the guest
speaker. However, we did see deer sign to prove that there is still deer presence evident.
The boys shot a couple of possums and a hare, practiced lighting a fire in the bush near
Easy Ridge and on Sunday we climbed to the bush line in snow at Lewis Pass, south side.
Passed afamily of five who had spent the weekend climbing up to the Brass Monkey Hut.
At least four people tramped up the Nina Valley. Lodge fire goes great with dry wood
brought from Christchurch. Four chairs ex Wal Carter were delivered to the Lodge and
one two person couch destroyed to make space. More rat poison put out.
David Hodder

The Public Day 15th Aug dawned damp and bleak with a cutting easterly developing. At
10am start time the four Range Officers present John Truscott, George Price, Andrzej
Chudzik and myself had little to do and after half an hour Andrzej took the opportunity to
be excused. If busy we would need the additional R.O. with the 200mtr running but threeis
OK at present. After the public started to arrive George supervised the 50 metre and John
the 100 metre. This observer was surprised by the obvious interest the public hasin burning
up ammunition at paper targets with center fire rifles, mostly with very high quality rifles
and equipment. No safety issues were noted and the ranges had moderate use for such an
un-inviting day. Around $320 was received and several members of the public expressed
their interest in joining the club. There was one glaring omission alack of targets. The only
ones in the target cases had been previously used and with the dampness the patches were
rendered useless by the light rain. John Truscott with his years of experience of organising
the range suggested we should be buying 500 targets at atime. We got by with some A4
targets| had in my car.

Les Sparrow CRO
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Rowena and Stewart serve an amazing variety
of award winning tasty treats including pies,
savories, salad ralls, tarts, buns and muffins
including gluten free. Also available are a
variety of loaves both fruit and savory. They
also have an Espresso Coffee machine for
your long blacks and lattes. Sugar and Spice
generoudly provide our suppers, please
show them your support when out that

way.
/&7l ) &
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* Peter Turner Contracting *

For al your earthmoving, drainage, site preparation, leveling and driveways
etc.

Peter too is a keen supporter of the Branch with his energetic drive behind
our range.

Phone Peter on 03 349 7115 or 027 432 4097 *

6

406 Beacon Hire

406 GPS Personal Locator Beacons
0800 406 HIRE (4473)

Short term rentals and sales of new ACR 406
GPS Personal Locator Beacons for hunting,
tramping, boating. Nationwide courier ser-
vice. Stay safe. These beacons have saved

Lives.




RAKIURA NATIONAL PARK MANAGEMENT PLAN AND STEWART
ISLAND CONSERVATION MANAGEMENT STRATEGY —WHITETAIL
DEER HERD — REQUEST FOR SECTION 4 (2) (b) TERMINATION
Available electronically on request from nationa office.

Part of this submission requested that the Whitetail deer herd in Rakiura National Park be
protected from extermination by a Section 4 (2) (b) determination under the National Parks
Act.

New Zealand Deerstalkers@Association Inc made this request because the Stewart Island
herd is a nationally important deerstalkers’ resource, attracting 3,000 recreational hunters
annually to Stewart Island. The herd generates high recreational value for hunters as well as
$4-6 million in economic value annually from their visits.

Recreational hunters make up the largest recreational group visiting the backcountry of
Rakiura National Park. Hunters, by taking 1,500 deer annually are by de facto controlling
the Stewart Island deer herd, and have been doing this for the last 20 years.

Whitetails, as a small deer, are alow threat to the park’s native species. Their impact is
probably less than that of trampers on the park’ s muddy tracks or of grazing concessions
for cattle allowed in other parks.

National parks are about intrinsic worth and benefit, use and enjoyment of the public, as
well as protection of endangered species, they are significantly different from nature
reserves, which are solely for ecosystem protection.

The park was set up with no consideration of protecting the significant ecosystem services
provided by the deer that have coexisted sustainably with the land for one hundred years
prior to the park being formed.

A determination would provide a way of recognising the value of the deer in the

park - given the attraction to hunters is the park setting itself as well as hunting the deer.
The deer cannot be transferred off the island and still remain the drawcard they are now.
Part one enlarges on these arguments.

Part 2 addresses the way that a determination could be managed in the park and on the
remainder of Stewart Iland to more fully ensure the sustainability of the herd and
vulnerable native plants and maintain the herd’ s continued attraction to recreational
hunters.

The hunters provide facilities and management at almost no cost to the Department of
Conservation (DOC). The association sees this submission as one step in the dialogue with
DOC and the New Zealand Conservation Board on this matter.

* $ )$

Keep those Hunting related articles and photos coming. Y ou send

them and I'll print them or see me at the monthly meetings where |

can scan and return your photos.

Please email photos as JPEGs or Tif’sand plain text only please to

save time with cut and paste.

Email meat hopwood paul@hotmail.com and put newsletter in the

subject line.

Deadlinefor each edition no later than15th of the month please.

If you have something important to include after the deadline ph Paul on 03-354-4185 and
leave amessageif I’ m out.

#H&® ! ,8)<

Red deer, South Westland — apply early Nov 09 to DoC Haast

Tahr Wilderness— apply AFTER 1 Dec 09 to DoC Haast.

Wapiti blocks: Te Anau DoC website is www.doc.govt for above info and hunting
area maps (east).

( & !'; Apairof unusable or disabled shotguns, side by side or single barrel but
need to be a pair. Ph Bill Davis 03 313 3325 or email bill.nzda@gmail.com

= 3 "& %85 > 0 + &5 & ?
Members MUST present their membership card to the RO at the range for
proof of CURRENT FINANCIAL MEMBERSHIP status so asto be
eligible for the $5.00 range fee.
Range Management Committee

, &5" " 4 9&5: )0
It iswith regret that we record the passing of long time member Ray Aitchison. Like Wal
Carter, he was a second world war air serviceman who suffered as a consequence of
being shot down. Some may remember him as a senior teacher at Christ College. He joined
NZDA back before the 1960s when meetings were held in the Museum Theatre and there
were 700 members. He was also a member of the Handloaders Assn and enjoyed
black powder shooting. Derek Taylor tells of him having a specid rifle madein America
for several thousand dollars which took two years to make. With failing health they made
the move to Temuka, and heis survived by his wife, son and daughter.

Alwaysthink Safety while hunting
Positively identify your target isnot another hunter.
Any animal getting away is better than shooting another
hunter.

Your storiesand photosin our newsletter or on our website?
Ph your editor on 03 313 3325

www.nzdacanter bury.org




CANTERBURY NZDA SHOOTING CHAMPIONSHIPSNORTH CANTERBURY
RANGE MCLEANSISLAND
26 — 27 September 2009
Two grades of competition on each day — each competitor may enter only one grade.
Open grade: 10 shots each Prone, Kneeling and Standing at shorter range
10 shots each Prone, Sitting and Standing at longer range
Time allowance: 15minutes in each position
5 minutes sighting in at each range in the Prone position only (unlimited sighters, rests
permitted)
2 minutes preparation time in each of the other positions (no live firing)
Equipment regulations as for National competition rules, ie specialised clothing, rifles,
slings, gloves etc al permitted.
Sporting grade: 5 shots each Prone, Kneeling and Standing at shorter range
5 shots each Prone, Knedling and Sitting at longer range
Time allowance: 7 minutesin each position
5 minutes sighting in at each range in the Prone position only (unlimited sighters, rests
permitted)
2 minutes preparation time in each of the other positions (no live firing)
Equipment regulations as for Wilkinson shoot rulesi.e. specialised clothing, rifles, slings,
gloves etc NOT permitted. Scope magnification restricted to 12X or less. (must be wound
back to this and secured)
Kneeling roll permitted in that position. Shooting mats can be used on the concrete.

SATURDAY :Centrefire 0900hr: Range briefing followed by equipment

scrutineering 0925 (or so): first detail 100m and 200m

Entry fee:  $20 if entry form received before 22 September, $25.00 if entry on the day
Juniors (not more than 18 years on the day): $10 and $15 respectively

SUNDAY: Rimfire 0900hr: Range briefing followed by equipment scrutineering

0925(or so): first detail 50m and 100m

Entry fee: $20 if entry form received before 22 September, $25.00 if entry on the day
Juniors (not more than 18 years on the day): $10 and $15 respectively

Certificates for 1% 2™ and 3" in each grade and for juniors for each day.

Medals for 1%, 2" and 3 on the aggregate over the two daysin each of Open and
Sporting grades.

Self catering both days, hot water available.

Entry forms at the August meeting or contact Graeme Steans c.g.steans@xtra.co.nz for
them and any questions.

Volunteers needed

We could use afew volunteers to help run the day, especially marking and preparing tar-
gets. This could be a good opportunity for the newer R.O.’sto get some exposure to con-
trolling competition shoots

& @ >6@

Sept 11-13Lake Tennyson-Edwards River — Chamois or 25-27 boats/bikes — Grade 2
Rabbits, Waipara area. Grade 1.

October 3-4 Wallabies — Brian Hutton Grade 1?

Molesworth South East — Acheron Rv, chamois. Grade 1,2

Oct 23-26 Boulder Creek/Branch River - Dave Pearce—Labour Wknd Limited to 10-12
people

November ? Rabbits, Taras— Zeff Grade 1?
Tahr — Glentanner cars— Zeff Grade 1-3?

Tahr — Sinclair Range (M esopotamia)
AWD & Helicopter David Hodder Grade 2,3

Put your name on the relevant Trip Sheet with vehi-
cle/transport/contact details.

Costs shared with driver. Heli costs approx $225-300 per hunter.

Other trips can be organised via Hunting Trip committee members or by
yourself — advice available.

PLEASE NOTE: These hunts and dates are provisional and subject to
change check with the contact person.

&
Hunting trips are graded in an attempt to give you an idea of the degree of sever-
ity of the trip.
Gradel basic training level trips, usualy with one night at a hut. One experienced
hunter to two trainees, summer months.(
Grade2 similar except that the night out would bein atent or fly.
Grade3 would have all participants with some experience and well equipped for any
Season.
Grade4 would be into more difficult country where greater skills and top notch gear is
essential.

10
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Range Day Date Chief RO Assisting RO’s

Club August 30 TBA
Public September 12  Zeff Veronese  David Hodder, Andrze)
Chudzik

Club September 27 G Steans

Public  October 10 Murray Sim Julius Long, Paul Kershaw
Club October None N/A

Public November 7 Brian Hutton Brad Collier, Bill Davis
Club November 29  George Price
Public December 12  ChrisOrme
Barnfield

Graeme Steans, Chris

Club December None N/A

Please Note;

1/ Should you find that you cannot attend on the day you are rostered it is
your responsibility to arrange a replacement i.e. swap with someone else and
notify Graeme Steans so he can keep the system up to date.

2/ The Branch expects every RO to officiate at Public Days during the year
and with about 25 RO® currently, that means about two attendances each per
year.

Any RO who does not fulfil his obligation for the branch on public range
days may have their private use privileges withdrawn.

3/ No DOGS permitted on the range at any time please.

+ "% [3"A 3 %H"/:

Contacts and information for booking and hiring Mountain Radios MRS has
lightweight radios, equal in size and weight to a pack of butter for use in the
outdoors at $40.00 per week, cheaper than an EPIRB.

It isthe only public communication system for backcountry usersand isa
reliable and effective service.

Information is available at www.mountai nsaf ety.org.nz/assets/images/mtn%
20radio1006.pdf or Contact Paul White above Ballingers Hunting and Fish-
ing Montreal St.

3+3" 3 2 #3 /
McMurdo new Fast Find — the smallest PLB built yet — the size of acell
phone RRP$889

NZDA member price $799 including P&P  Save $100
See the brochure and order form in the branch mail or contact the national
office.

") & &% & These areas are for ground hunting

only and Helicopters are not permitted in these locations with the exception
of dropping off and picking up parties. Please document any infringements
with as much evidence as possible but report regardless.

13"3 3 @
THE DATE HAS BEEN CONFIRMED for the weekend Friday 9" — Sunday 11" July
2010 hosted by the Manawatu and Taihape branches to be held at the Travelodge in Palm-
erston North. Write this date in your diaries. There will be a Sambar display and lots of
other exiting things are proposed.

Your storiesand photosin our newsletter or on our website?
Ph your editor on 03 313 3325

www.nzdacanter bury.org
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Bill Scally and | |eft the Hilux near the road and donned our packs and rifles. We went up
the creek bed for about 1%2 hours and spotting some nannies and kids about half way up the
bluffs. After more boulder hopping and river crossing now and again we stopped to glass at
the sides of the mountain starting to see animals more regularly. The bluffs we were looking
at were quite steep and would be quite a challenge for us if we had to go after abull in that
area. With all the glassing etc it took approx five hours to get to where we decided to camp
in a nice spot with water nearby. We set up the Olympus tent with afly nearby to cook un-
der and only had alittle time that evening to hunt and saw no shootable bulls.

At daylight next morning, in fine weather, we went further up the valley where we spotted a
mature bull with afew nannies high up in the bluffs. Bill and | had travelled similar country
previously so with a bit of apprehension we decided to go after that bull. The ice axe was
used alot by planting it and pulling yourself up with it and when nothing else was available
we had to hold on to the mad Spaniard for added safety. After about one and a half hours
we were into a good position and Bill peered over a huge rock a bit carelessly and there was
a stampede of animals. WE had inadvertently got among them alright!

With no good bulls among them we held our fire. After that interesting encounter we again
climbed, but the bull we were now after didn’t show. We returned towards camp that eve-
ning in the dark and fog with the GPS guiding our way. | had tortellini for my dinner, heated
up in their sachet in boiling water, Bill though with an assortment of delicacies, kept eating
different thingstill late in the evening.

There was frost overnight but we had a comfortable sleep and | couldn’t believe when the
“Beast’s’ telescope, a Nikon 6-5 to 20 was fogged. With my artillery piece out of action, |
would have to borrow Bill’s Mini- Beast, a 300 Weatherby. The opportunity soon presented
itself reasonably quickly as by this time there was enough visibility. At 1100yds from camp
stood a mature bull with two nannies, he was all puffed up and busy telling a nice looking
nanny how much he loved her, how nice she smelt and what lovely eyes she had. He was
just at the bottom of the bluffsin a very shootable position and we took off after it. We
made it to a good stone rest about 350yds from him. Placing my day bag on top of it, |
passed to Bill my video camera and he graciously handed me over his gun and videoed me
while | was shooting, | aimed at his spine and touched off, the bull rolled down for about 40
yards and out of sight into a small creek. Because the day was young, we didn’t go looking
at it and left him there. In the meantime Bill spotted a potentially good bull with some nan-
nies right up the bluffs. We then worked out the route we were going to take and out came
our ice axes. With alot of difficulty and stabbings by the mad Spaniard grasses, when we
had to hold on to them, we made it to within 300yds, of the bull in question. We had been
spotted and he was looking down at us. Bill aimed low on his chest because of the steep
angle and also alowed afew inchesto the right for the wind. The Mini- Beast (1659 at3400
fps) spoke loudly and he instantly fell out of sight. Now the fun really started as we had to
go up avery steep ridge to get to him. The ice axes performed beautifully and with some
trepidation tossed in, we got to where he was. Surprise, surprise, he wasn't there. We soon
came onto a blood trail, that lead usinto a nasty little basin and at about 150yds we spotted
the bull. Bill’s next missile put him out of his misery.

To get to him we had to use every tool in our arsenal to overcome the steep terrain. He was a
fine 12¥4" specimen though and after recovery we carefully retraced our steps and made it
safely to my bull. With dismay we discovered that he had fallen three metres below a water-
fall jamming himself inside an ice cave, formed by an old avalanche. Asthere wasarisk to
fal in and get similarly jammed, | laid down flat near the brim of the hole that the creek had
created, and Bill held on to my legs so that | could get in abit more and look in with the
torch. | could see only part of his horns and they looked nice and thick indicating a mature
bull.

We travelled back to camp, loaded up everything and made it out mostly all the way in the
dark arriving at the truck at ten to eleven that evening. When we got to Fairlie because of the
risk to fall asleep while driving, we stopped for a 45 minutes seeping siesta. Then after a
double dose of wild bean coffee while

refueling the truck in Timaru, we made safely back to Christchurch.

Theretrieval attempt.

About a month and a half later | managed to talk Warren (Handlebars) Hall to come with
me to try and retrieve my bull. We didn’t take the gun, but thistime | took a rope and other
bits and pieces to descend into the hole and get out safely. Aslast time Bill and me had
problems to follow an old track in the dark through matagouri and scrub, | armed myself
with a good sized of branch cutting loppers and Warren's side arm was his trusty folding
pruning saw. When we got to the track we cut and sawed our way for several hours, in the
process we got a good dose of acupuncture from the matagouri bushes and lost a lot sweat
on the way. We glassed a few tahr on the way in with one mature looking bull seenin apo-
tentially shootable situation at 800yds. We couldn’t give him a suppository as our fire sticks
were at home. Arriving at the camp site in the evening we rigged my little igloo shaped fly
with a 1.5m long manuka pole in the middle. This contraption | bought at the deerstalkers
auction afew years ago is about 1.8m in diameter of a hexagon shape at the bottom and can
sleep two. We then rigged a 3 x 3m fly beside it. That night Warren opted to sleep under the
fly asthat isthe way that he is used to. Next morning before daylight, for the first timein 52
years of my hunting career, | got woken up by Warren who immediately proceeded to pass
under the side of my igloo a steaming cup of coffee while | was still inside the sleeping bag.
Asit was frosty outside, this cup really hit the spot. Perhaps this sleeping under the fly isn’t
abad idea after all, it allows one to cook while still inside the sleeping bag.

When we got to my bull, we found that instead of being buried under one and half metres of
snow he was now under 10m. Obviously since last time there must have been alot more
snow and it had avalanched. | am hoping that because he was right under a 3m waterfall that
most of the snow would have deflected over the bull. Here is hoping. Asthe avalanche left a
heavy trail of at least 150 meters, and was reasonably steep so Warren took the opportunity
to practice ice axe and self arrest skills while above us and 200yds away a small mob of tahr
kept applauding Warren's antics with their whistles. Finished with that it was back to the
place where the coffee cup event took place. We then returned back to the truck with more
track cutting on the way.

As| am adetermined old Fart | will definitely have another sortie for my bull. Hope heis
worth the effort.

Ciao

Zeff.
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